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PASS AGRICULTURE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, EEC, ETRD 

SUBJECT: U.S. EXEMPTION FROM EC WINE CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENT 
REF: EC BRUSSELS 8162 

1 . EC COMMISSION OFFICIAL GOURDON (DG VI) TOLD US THAT HE RAISED 
WITH THE WINE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE AUGUST 26 THE PROBLEM OF THE 
2 LITER OR LESS REQUIREMENT FOR EXEMPTION FROM THE EC WINE 
CERTIFICATE AND ANALYSIS REPORT. HE SAID THAT THE MEMBER STATE 
EXPERTS WHO NORMALLY ATTEND THESE MEETINGS WERE NOT PRESENT BUT 
RATHER THEIR ALTERNATES, DUE TO THE HOLIDAY PERIOD. AS A 
CONSEQUENCE, LITTLE DISCUSSION TOOK PLACE ON THE MATTER. 

HOWEVER, GOURDON EXPLAINS THAT NOW THAT THE MEMBER STATES HAVE 
BEEN INFORMED, THE WAY IS OPEN FOR THE COMMITTEE TO MAKE A 
DECISION TO EXTEND THE EXEMPTION AT THEIR NEXT MEETING WHICH WILL 
PROBABLY BE IN 2 WEEKS' TIME. HE EXPECTS AN AFFIRMATIVE DECISION 
THEN TO ACCOMMODATE U.S. TRADE INTERESTS. 

2. IN THE MEANTIME, GOURDON WILL BE DOUBLECHECKING WITH EC 
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REGULATION NO. 1848/76 GIVES THE COMMISSION THE AUTHORITY TO 
RAISE THE BOTTLE SIZE LIMITATION ON THE EXEMPTION AS A TRANSITIONAL 
MEASURE. HE ALSO WANTS TO BE CERTAIN THAT WHATEVER BOTTLE SIZE 
EXTENSION IS AGREED ON WILL MEET U.S. INTERESTS. GOURDON PROPOSES 
TO HAV THE COMMISSION (VIA ITS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE PROCEDURE) 

AMEND THE EXEMPTION TO INCLUDE WINE IN CONTAINERS OF 4 REPEAT 4 
LITERS OR LESS. THIS WOULD TAKE CARE OF ANY U.S. TRADE DONE 
IN GALLON CONTAINERS (1 GALLON EQUALS 3.79 LITERS). 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: WE NEED TO KNOW FROM WASHINGTON BEFORE THE 
NEXT WINE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING WHETHER THE PROPOSED 
EXEMPTION EXTENSION TO COVER 4 LITERS OR LESS WOULD MEET U.S. 

NEEDS. HINTON 
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